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study of metaphysics occupies a very large share of atten-
tion. The best table-talk of Edinburgh was, and prob-
ably still is, in a very great measure made up of brilliant
disquisition — such as might be transferred without alter-
ation to a professor's note-book, or the pages of a criti-
cal Eeview — and of sharp word-catchings, ingenious
thrusting and parrying of dialectics, and all the quips
and quibblets of bar pleading. It was the talk of a
society to which lawyers and lecturers had, for at least
a hundred years, given the tone. Prom the date of the
Union, Edinburgh ceased to be the headquarters of the
Scotch nobility — and long before the time of which I
speak, they had all but entirely abandoned it as a place
of residence. I think I never knew above two or three
of the Peerage to have houses there at the same time —
and these were usually among the poorest and most in-
significant of their order. The wealthier gentry had
followed their example. Very few of that class ever
spent any considerable part of the year in Edinburgh,
except for the purposes of educating their children, or
superintending the progress of a lawsuit; and these were
not more likely than a score or two of comatose and
lethargic old Indians, to make head against the estab-
lished influences of academical and forensic celebrity.
Now Scott's tastes and resources had not much in com-
mon with those who had inherited and preserved the chief
authority in this provincial hierarchy of rhetoric. He
was highly amused with watching their dexterous logom-
achies— but his delight in such displays arose mainly,
I cannot doubt, from the fact of their being, both as to
subject-matter and style and method, remote a jSccevolce
studiis. He sat by, as he would have done at a stage-
play or a fencing-match, enjoying and applauding the
skill exhibited, but without feeling much ambition to
parade himself as a rival either of the foil or the buskin.
I can easily believe, therefore, that in the earlier part of
his life — before the blaze of universal fame had over-

